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and more particularly to a clutch assembly having a limited slip condition which
engages a clutch ring to lock the clutch disc in frictional contact with the clutch

ring when the clutch ring is engaged by a driven component, the clutch
assembly being characterised in that means are provided which allow the clutch
disc to slip relative to the clutch ring in an amount sufficient to ensure that the

driven component is not damaged. 2. Description of the Prior Art A known
clutch assembly having a limited slip condition is illustrated in FIG. 1. A clutch
ring 2 is secured to the inner surface of an input flange 1 and a clutch disc 3 is

engaged with the clutch ring 2 and driven in rotation. The clutch disc 3 is
supported for rotation on a clutch hub 4 which is connected to the output shaft 5

of an engine. A drive plate 6 is connected to the clutch disc 3 by splines and
engaged with a drive ring 7 which is secured to the inner surface of an output

flange 8. The output flange 8 is fastened to the crank shaft 9 of the engine.
When the clutch disc 3 rotates, it is engaged with the clutch ring 2 which in turn

is engaged with the output flange 8. As a result of engagement between the
clutch disc 3 and the clutch ring 2, the drive plate 6 is driven in rotation and the
output flange 8 is driven in rotation through engagement with the drive ring 7.

When the clutch is fully engaged, the relative rotation between the clutch disc 3
and the clutch ring 2 is limited to prevent damage to the drive plate 6 and the

output flange 8. The drive plate 6 and the output flange 8 have a braking torque
applied thereto. The braking torque is sufficient to apply the torque needed to

prevent slip between the clutch disc 3 and the clutch ring 2. The braking torque
acts to apply pressure between the drive plate 6 and the drive ring 7 and

between the output flange 8 and the drive ring 7. When the torque between the
drive ring 7 and the drive plate 6 exceeds the applied braking torque, torque is
transmitted between the drive plate 6 and the output flange 8. In this case, slip

between the clutch disc 3 and the clutch ring 2 is permitted. However, since the
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